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The Black Death
The Black Death has been considered to be one of the largest demographic disasters in European civilization. From the time it emerged in Italy, the plague significantly changed European history as it influenced the economic, social, and cultural aspects of the people in Europe. This essay seeks to examine how the Black Death influenced and transformed Europe. This paper argues that the Black Death resulted in the death of about 30% of the European population, reduced the vibrancy of the medieval economy, and also influenced the positive transformation in the field of medicine.
Even though there were other disasters that had plagued Europe before such as the Great Famine of 1317-17, the Black Death has remained significant in the history of this continent because of the severe damage it caused and the transformations it brought about in the continents’ economy, social life, and culture setup. By the time the disaster came to Europe, the continent was in contact with many other parts of the world, which has also been associated with the plague. The Plague is believed to have started in 1346 even though it reached Europe in 1347. Its background is linked to the arid plains of Central Asia (Horrox, 2013). This plague is believed to have hit Europe the worst due to the previously incurred disasters. For example, the plague is largely associated with the Great Famine of 1315-17 because it consequently created malnutrition in the population that scholars believe to have weakened the immunity and increased the susceptibility of the population to the disease (Horrox, 2013).
Socially, scholars believe that the Black Death resulted in the death of about 30% of the European population (Spielvogel, 2020). Black Death was a significant plague that started in Italy (even though it did not emanate from Italy) and by the time its impacts started to expand across the different European countries, the continent had utterly changed socially. One such social change is the population rate that was severely reduced by this plague. The Black Death managed to spread faster to hit that large population due to intense economic activities associated with this period. This was the age that Europe was at the peak of its civilization. The plague emanated from Central Asia and with the movement of merchants across the continents, Black Death soon became the reality that defined Europe’s population.
Economically, the plague is believed to have contributed to many economic challenges including the reduction in the vibrancy of the high medieval economy. According to Jedwab et al. (2020), the medieval economy was characterized by high vibrancy and the potential to prosper. This was a period that trade and other economic activities were at the peak in Europe as it expanded its contact with the outside nations across the other continents. Urban life peaked, trade and manufacturing sectors were flourishing, and commercial and financial innovations were proliferating (Jedwab et al., 2020). However, the Black Death plague significantly conceded this vibrancy and reduced the achievements that had been achieved over a millennium.
Culturally, the Black Death changed and transformed the medical field as it highlighted the shortcomings of medical science in this era. While more emphasis was placed on the anatomical research and investigations after the Black Death, it also changed the culture of how scientists studied the human body. More research started to focus more directly on the human body and other varied states of illnesses and the general wellbeing of the people (Horrox, 2013). While this was a positive impact on this plague, but it came at a time that many lives had been lost in the process as scientists tried to understand the plague. More sophisticated scientific research emerged as they tried to understand the disease better. This change informed the transformation and medical advancements in Europe centuries later.
In conclusion, this paper has examined the impacts of the Black Death in Europe. Even though there were other disasters before the plague emerged, it became predominantly severe in Europe as it claimed the lives of 30% of the European population, reduced significantly the economic vibrancy of the European economy that was at its peak, and also changed the culture of the medical field to focus on the human body and focus research on the anatomical elements of the diseases that affected human beings and their health.
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